
VARIANCE APPLICATION

PROPERTY INFORMATION 

Address: _____________________________________ 

    _____________________________________ 

General Location: ______________________________ 

    __________________________________ 

Parcel ID Number(s): 

Acreage: ______________________________________ 

Current Zone: 

Current Use: 

REQUESTED VARIANCE 

Proposed Use Of Property 

Reason For Variance Request 

 PROPERTY OWNER   OPTION HOLDER 

PLEASE PRINT 
Name: 

Company: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Attach separate page with signatures if needed 

Phone:

E-mail:

APPLICATION CORRESPONDENCE 

All correspondence relating to this application should be sent to: 

PLEASE PRINT 
Name: 

Company: 

Address: 

City: State: Zip: 

Phone:

E-mail:

City: State: Zip: 

Telephone: 

Name of Applicant: 

Date Filed: 

Application Accepted by: 
variance@riverside-al.com 

205.338.7692 

For Municipal Use Only

Variance Application Fees: 

________ $100.00 fee 

________ $5.00 per adjacent prop. owner 

$_________ TOTAL DUE 

Meeting Date: 

Date: 

APPLICATION AUTHORIZATION 
I hereby certify that I am the authorized applicant, representing ALL 
property owners involved in this request or holders of option on same, 
whose signature(s) is included on this form.

Signature: 

PLEASE PRINT
Name: 

Company: 

Address: 

PLEASE PRINT

________________________

_________________________________________________________________

City of Riverside • Variance Board of Adjustments
379 Depot Street • Riverside, AL 35135 • 205.338.7692 • www.riverside-al.com

v.2.24

mailto:variance@riverside-al.com


NATURE OF VARIANCE(S) WITH REFERENCE TO APPLICABLE ZONING PROVISIONS: 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________  

JUSTIFICATION FOR VARIANCE IN ACCORDANCE TO CRITERIA ABOVE:

_____________________________________________________________________________________

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

ADJACENT PROPERT OWNERS (as shown in the most recent records of the St. Clair County Tax Assessor):
NAME:         MAILING ADDRESS:
_________________________________________   ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ ___________________________________________ 

Variances to the terms of this Ordinance may be granted individual cases upon a finding by the (Variance) 
Board of Adjustment that all of the following criteria have been satisfied:

1. The variance will not be contrary to the public interest.
2. Special conditions exist.
3. A literal enforcement of the terms of this Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship.
4. The spirit of this Ordinance shall be observed.
5. Substantial justice shall be done.

(Riverside Zoning Ordinance § 152.03. Variances.)
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OWNER AFFIDAVIT 
I do hereby declare the above statements are true and that I, the owner, and/or my duly appointed 

representative will be at the scheduled hearing.  I am aware that a copy of the Riverside Zoning 
Ordinance in its entirety is available by request and/or online at www.riverside-al.com.  I, also, 
understand that I am asking for a variance based on the Zoning Code only and not on any or all covenants that are on 
the subject property. 

____________________________________ 

Representing Agent (if any)
_____________________________________ 

Owner Signature 

DOCUMENTATION 

* 

* 

* 

* 

* Application completed in it's entirety

Application Fees 

Vicinity Map clearly identifying the property subject to variance

Site plan (See Construction Document Guide)

Certified letters mailed to adjacent property owners



REQUESTED VARIANCE INFORMATION 

§152.03-A. What special circumstances or conditions applying to the building or land in
question are peculiar to such premises and do not apply generally to other land or
buildings in the vicinity?  The response to this question shall clearly indicate how the

subject property contains factors that are not present on other properties in the same

zoning district.

________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________________

Written justification and explanation of the requested variance as being appropriate.  

Before the Variance Board of Adjustments may grant a variance, they must find that the following 
criteria have been satisfied.  Please explain below how your request meets the following criteria, as 
required by §152.03 of the Riverside Zoning Ordinance. 

§152.03-B. In what manner are the factors identified in §152.03-A necessary for the
preservation and enjoyment of a property right and not merely to serve as a convenience
to the applicant.?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

§152.03-C. Is the proposed variance a result of a condition from an action by the
applicant or created by the act of the applicant or previous property owner or their
agent ?

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________
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§152.03-D. Would the granting of the proposed variance impair an adequate supply of
light and air to adjacent property or unreasonably increase the congestion in public
streets, or increase the danger of fire, or imperil the public safety, or unreasonably
diminish or impair established property values within the surrounding areas, or in any
other respect impair the health, safety,comfort, morals, or general welfare of the
residents?

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________ 

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________

Verification by applicant: I, ___________________________________, owner for which relief 

is sought, certify that the above information is truthful and accurate to the best of my 

knowledge and that this information is given for the sole purpose of obtaining information 
relevant to the variance request. 

Applicant Signature ________________________________________ Date________________  

NOTES:

 A variance may be granted upon a finding that the following criteria have been satisfied: Variance
will not be contrary to the public interest; Special conditions exist; A literal enforcement of the terms
of this Ordinance will result in unnecessary hardship; The spirit of this Ordinance shall be observed;
Substantial justice shall be done.

 pecial conditions shall be limited to
 The hardship or difficulty shall be peculiar to the subject property and different from that of other

properties and not one that affects all properties similarly.  Such a hardship or difficulty shall have arisen

because of the unusual shape of the original acreage parcel; unusual topography or elevation; or

because the property was created before the passage of the current, applicable zoning regulations, or

will not accommodate a structure of reasonable design for a permitted use if all area, yard, green

space, and setback requirements are observed;

 Loss of profit or pecuniary hardship shall not, in and of itself, be grounds for a variance
 Self-imposed hardship shall not be grounds for a variance.  Reductions resulting from the sale of

portions of a property reducing the remainder of said property below buildable size or cutting-off

existing access to a public right-of-way or deed restrictions imposed by the owner's predecessor in title

are considered to be such self-imposed hardships;

 Violations by, or variances granted to, neighboring properties shall not justify a variance
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